| SAW HIM ONCE AT 
THE SILICON FETISH 
CROSSROADS ON THE 
NET. HE'S A GOD! 


WHAT CAN | SAP, 
MONKEY Boy? OL’ 
STRAT DEFINED THE 
GLIDE, 


| MUST Kibb THE! 
DUKE $0 | CAN 
BECOME THE 
DUKE 


STRATOSPHERE |5 ONE OF THREE BIOMECH 
CONSTRUCTS LEFT HERE BY THE SHI'AR TO 
UNDERMINE EARTH STABILITY. 


SUPRESSED BY 
THE MEGACORP- 
MEDIA 
CONSPIRACY, 


IMR. STRATOSPHERE REFUSED MY COMPANY'S {} YEAH, ME AND DUKE GO WAAAY BACK, HE SAVED 
GENEROUS OFFER OF EMPLOYMENT IN OUR MY BUTT IN THE '93 JERSEY SHORE CONFLAG. 
INTELLIGENCE GATHERING DIVISION, ee 

NO. WAIT. \'M THINKIN' OF SOME OTHER DUDE. 


AN EXCELLENT 
DENTAL PLAN. 


THAT CRIMINAL? HE AND HiS KIND ARE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE COLLAPSE OF ORDER IN 


- THIS COUNTRY, ~~ __ 


AND WHY DO ¥OU 
WANT TO KNOW) 5 
CITIZEN? LET ME 
SEE SOME 
IDENTIFICATION. 


4] DON'T SPEAK ENGLISH.» * 


* TRANSLATED FROM LA’ 


AW), YOU'RE WASTING YOUR TIME WITH THOSE 
KNOW-NOTHINGS, 

i YOU WANT THE JAN 

REAL DIRT, YOU 

GOTTA TALK 10 

THE ONLY CAT 

WHO CAN TELL 


EVERYTHING YOU EVER WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT 


24 | 
age aT UTA Ot, Ta 
Lovo LO OWN, TE RUG SSP 
BONGO! 


YES, |, MR. BONGO, 
WILL NOW DISPEL THE 
MYTHS AND 


OUR STORY BEGINS YEARS AGO, THE DUKE WAS MERELY ANOTHER 
IN THE OFFICES OF TRANS- PROGRAMMER LIVING A LIFE 
NATIONAL TECHNOLOGIES... DICTATED BY THE COMPANY. 


MISINFORMATION 
SURROUNDING THE ~»AND REVEAL TO 
DUKE. YOU THE TRUE 
CIRCUMSTANCE OF 
HIS ASTONISHING 


a a 


HER FUNCTIONAL DESIGN SENSE COMPLEMENTED AND REALIZED HiS 
J THEORETICAL PROGRAMMING. 


Ks 


BRILLIANT THOUGH HE WAS, THE ADMINISTRATION KNEW HE NEEDED A 
[SLIT PARTNER T0 Focus His WORK. 
KID, SAY HELLO TO CYDNEY 
MARQUEZ, A HAROWARE ACE 
FROM THE COAST. 

eee 
SHE'S GOING TO WORK 

WITH YOU ON YOUR 
NEUROTECH (NTERF 


IN A FRENZY OF INSPIRATION, 
THEY SPENT EVERY WAKING 
HOUR IN THE LAB-- 


EIR 
PASSION FOR THE 
WORK WAS 
BECOMING A 
PASSION FOR 


OGETHER THEY CREATED THE BASIS OF EVERY CYBERSPACE NTERFACE ¢ Q|PLAYING N/A CYBERSPACE MADE MORE SENSUOUSL4 RESOLVED THANKS 
LUEED TOON chip THAT TRANSLATED Caer 

ELECTRONIC PULSE OF CYBERSPACE 

INTO DIRECT CEREBRAL STIMULATION. _ 


UNTIL THE DAY C¥D 
VANISHED INTO THIN AIR. 


THE DUKE WAS 
DEVASTATED. 


SORRY, KID, IT LOOKS LIKE C¥D WAS GRABBED BY A COMPETITOR IN A BUT THE LAB OFFERED NO SOLACE, ONLY THE 
HEAD HUNTING RAID. CONSTANT REMINDER OF C¥D'S ABSENCE. 


> 


DOGGEDLY SEARCHING THE NET, HE | 
LOOKED FOR ANY CLUE TO HER 
WHEREABOUTS, BUT FOUND NOTHING. 


WITH A STYLISH DUPLICITY, HE ENGINEERED HIS OWN "DISAPPEARANCE, 


AT GREAT RISK AND COST, HE OBLITE 
‘ALL PHYSICAL AND ELECTRONIC EVIDENCE 
ia 


HIS MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT DEPARTURE SENT THE 
TRANS-NASH ADMIN INTO AN UPROAR. 


MEANWHILE, LIVING IN THE SHADOWS OF 
CORPORATE CULTURE, THE Di 


\CHED 
IN VAIN FOR HIS LOST LOVE. 
Ss 
oes 


AFTER YEARS OF CRISSCROSSING Tt 
HE RELUCTANTLY ABANDONED HIS 


(NA NOWHE 


ESVILLE 
——$—— BUR IN T. 


S0uTI 


00008. 


je | GET MY HANDS 


ON THAT NO- 6000, 
UNGRATEFUL KID. 


TO A LIFE ALONE, HE) 
THREW HIMSELF BACK INTO HIS 
NEUROTECH RESEARCH -- 


EVENTUALLY GOING BEYOND 
THE WORK HE AND CYD HAD 


NOW THERE ARE CERTAIN PHYSICAL ¥~-NO MATTER HOW 
LIMITATIONS ALL GLIDERS FACE-- ' BIG AND BAD THEIR 
\CE PROGRAM 
ARCHETYPES MAY BE. “BY PLUGGING INTO THE NET, A 
5 OFF SENSORY 
INPUT FROM THE REAL WORLD-- 


INTO WHAT'S 
CALLED A CYBER TRANCE. 


ILE, THE DUKE CREATED A NEUROTECH IMPLANT. 


i mee) INSTEAD OF LYING DEAD 
watts THE WORLD IN 
: |e Moves FRE 


MATERIAL WORLO-- 
-oUHILE STILL 


GLIDING THROUGH 
THE 


CYBERSPACE 


HE'S LIKE A SPLIT 
PERSONALITY WORKING TWO 
JOBS AT THE SAME TINE: 


a 4 
.--DUKE STRAT OSPHERE! 


WORD OF THE DUKE'S EXPLOITS QUICKLY 
SPREAD ACROSS EVERY BOARD ON THE NET 


I'M SURE YOU'VE 
ACCESSED SOME OF 
THE STORIES... 


i 5 
ABLE TO CIRCUMVENT THE MANY 
BORDERS AND FENCES IN THE 
ELECTRONIC LANDSCAPE-- 


-rHE EXPLORED AND CHARTED MUCH OF 
THE DANGEROUSLY UNSTABLE WASTELANDS. 
2 m4 | 1 


WAEN THE FABRIC OF CYBERSPACE WAS THREATENED BY THE DOMINO CRASHr 
ul a = 


| RSE 


TOTAL DESTRUCTION OF THE NET. 


AS AN OUTLAW HACKER HE 
THE STARK-FUJKAWA COREPROG. \p. 


NO ONE KNOWS HOW MUCH OF THAT sySTEM was L 
COMPROMISED WHEN HE GHOSTED PAST THEIR DEFENSES 


INEVITABLY HE CROSSED PATHS 
WITH OTHER EDGE GLIDERS-- 


2-SOME OF WHOM, LIKE THE VIRAL 


REGARDED THE DUKE AS A THREAT. 


CAME WHEN HE 
CRACKED THE 


aoe 
HE DNA SEQUENCES OF 
'5 MOST POWERFUL BEING 
LL YEAR TO DECIPHER AND 


OBIUS LOOP SECURITY CODES-- 


‘BUT HE WAS DETERMINED TO BE I WAS HERE cYopep 
THE FIRST TO SOLVE THIS FIRST, 
CYBERSPACE PUZZLE, 


SORRY ABOUT THAT. PART OF MY JOB. DN gz 
=—=_ a 


ALCHEMAX WANTED YOUR RESEARCH, AND DECIDED TO oe 
PUT ME ON THE INSIDE INSTEAD OF TAKING YOU OUT. }/“~ 


ALCHE| 
if — ry 


{| iN | 


| FREELANCED FOR THEM, 

I'M A HIRED GUN, 
THEN EVERYTHING WE CAN'T LEAVE WITHOUT TH 
HAD WAS A LEP DOUBLE HELIX DYNAMITE. 


OON'T TAKE IT 
PERSONALLY 
YOU'RE STILL 
THE GREATEST, 
BABY, 


Nor EVERYTHING, 
WHICH [5 WHY IT'S. 
HARD FOR ME TO 


BUT SHE ELUDED 
HIM ONCE AGAIN, 


LASHY, HEROIC ARCHETYPE 7 DUKE? — BONGO, 
CONCEALS A HEARTBROKEN MAN, | SHOOTING 
COMPENSATING FOR THE LOSS OF...”) , x z 
oo ea iP) im sorry. 


an) V'LL NEVER 00 IT 
Ys y ‘ AGAIN, PUH-LEEZ 
\] 3, 


wash 
ABOUT YOU. | 
SWEAR, 


YOU KNOW HOW 


BR SOMETIMES YOU WRITE 


‘A PROGRAM AND IT ay 
TAKES ON A LIFE OF WHAT WAS HE SAYING 
(TS OWN? THIS TIME, BABY? NEVER GETS IT RIGHT. 


COME TO THINK OF J 
1, YOU NEVER DID 

TELL ME WHAT ¥OU 
DID WITH THE ONA 
FROM THE VAULT. 


‘SCAM IT SPECS, ITS 
Like WERE BACKIN THE 
TWENTIETH 
CENTS IMS 


Ager 


BUT WHERE'S 
THE 


Md? HE'S THE M 
| ONE WE CAME , 
To S&E- 
\ | |GHT? (S 
S 


ON! 
CHARACTER / 


ieaee es 
THEGE'S HAP!” 


WAIT A MINUTE. 
MAYBE I CAN TAKE 
THIS LOWE ROW CHASE 
TOA HIGHER CEVEZ, 


AND HEAD ‘EM 
OFF AT THE Pass! 


Geez! ED: 
- 


“lf 
ia 
ci "OR MAKE MY 
INSURANCE 
PAYMENT” 
NS 
> 
‘ i i Fa A = 
: i y , . 
GUESS ITS TOO eet Vi 
LATE To FASTEN MY | \ AW oS 
SEATBELT-- a \ i > @ 
\ ZB) 
i \\ ON Z 
Ae KS 
Th ss <= 
if SS 
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I GUESS LOTUSLAND z Looks 
'S TEST-MARKETINGA }=~ | LIKE A CHASE PATE Fi 
NEW %@ HOLO SCENE, TOO, CIO EMIOY IT. 


CCWN TRE RE: yh NOTHING LiKE 
, THOSE RETRO 
PICTURES FoR 
BUTT-I<ICKIN’ 
CHASES. 


BUT THEY RE WAI7/VE FOR THIS IONIC 
ENERBY SOURCE DOWN IN PUERTO GEGUNDA. 
WITHOUT IT, THAT NEW WEAPOW THEY 
DEVELOPED WOULD BE JUST ANOTHER 


AND PUERTO SEGUNDA 
WOULDN'T STICK AROUND 
LONE ENOUGH To GIVE 

US ANY REPEAT BUSINESS. 


NY THING ABOUT 
(OME ENERGY», NO- 
Booy KNOWS WHY IT 
ACTS AS AVIRTUALLY 
(NEXHAUSTIBLE 
POWER SOURCE. 


INY. eae 2 4 \ F 
Mh #8 : : "BUT otis IS NoT To |'¢ 
LEG REASON oues ji 
é- A (8 Gur To DUMP THE | | 
p i CONTAINMENT a 
( MODULE: 
4 x 2 


WY “6261 AM, SECONDS 


AWAY FROM BEING AGREAS 
SPOT ON THE ASPHALT... 


ATELY, I MANAGE TO ~ 
FORTUN: eee 


“THEREBY UNLEASHING \« 

THESE BABIES ONE BY 

ONE ON AN LUNEXPECTANT 
O40. 


WASN'T THAT CLEVE 
OF ME? HUH, “asW “7 
IT? 


HOW COME You'RE 
NOT 


WHO'S TALKING 
ABOUT YOU F THIS 
SILK SACKETS 
NEVER GOING TO 
BE THE SAME. 


GO HOME, FOLKS! YOU'RE SAFE NOW, MIS6, 


THERE'S WOTHING TO pec ae 
{TN a 
4 a ‘SHUCKS, DON’T 
STAND. HAPPENS EVERY y WORRY ABOUT 
DAY IN THIS TOWN. : ? 


WHADDAYA 
How AM I SUPPOSED THM, FOLKS? \ 
To GET OUT THESE GWAVA 5 


(PICKED A WEATER PLACE | WEALTHY KID- 
FOR US TOCRASH INTO? 2%\ NAP VICTIM 


YOU'VE EVER 
> 2 


THIS WASN/T IN Ly 
THE scw@re7 7’ (2- 


WAIT HALF A Sécovo 
HERE, WHAT AM I 
DoIne ? 


A MAYBE IT'S Love. 


wow.,, 

1 FEEL LETS SAUNTER OFF INTO 
DIFFERENT. THE SUNSET, MISS.CAN 
Lige E JUST I Catt YOU, Miss? 

CHANNELED THE —— 
SPIRITS OF A 
BILLION 
FIREFLIES. 


WHY AM T 
CONTRIBUTING SO 
EAGERLY TO THE LACK 
OF MEANING IN 
TODAY'S PROGRAMMING? 


11 AND FORCE THE 
BUREAUCRATS TO SIT 
AND WATCH THEM-~ 
INSTEAD OF THE 
OTHEe WAY 
ARO 


WHAT 4@E WE, AFTER We F Sits : 
ALL... PUPRETS OF THE Henn Mai GEE oe 
WEARING THEI CORPORATION'S. 
(EAE 


ECTARLICUMENT 7 MINDS) 
GOOD FOR NOsWive 
Soro rine wie Laeo on Tita wpe 


THEY 7E¢L US 
‘To THINK? 


BUT VR CHARACTERS CANW’7- 
HAVE MINDS OF THEIR OWN. 
LooKs LIKE THEY ‘RE NOT CAPABLE 
HAP HAZZARD i epee OF ACTING CONTRARY TO 
HAS DEVELOPED Z THEIR PROGRAMMING. 


OF HIS 
WHAT IN THE Nagel 


NAME OF SAM/TY DOESNTIT, SOMETHING'S WRoNS 
HERE. I MEAN TOSET 


ISTER 
SARKISEIAN? \T RIGHT. 


Powe can’t uave END 
ELECTRONIC (MAGES ! PUBLIC EYE? PUBLIC MarsaNice 
STARTING TROUBLE AN IS MORE LIKE IT, 

AMONG THE VERY s 

CONSUMERS WE'RE 

TRYING To KEEP 
INLINE, 


--AND GOOD L/DDANCE. 
I NEVER £/EO THAT 
HAZZARD JOKER av yway. 


AND ANOTHER... WHAT?’ A SORATOMW 
ON MY BRAND NEW DELAROSSA 90007 
HOW DID THIS HAPPEN? 


No No SOoNeR eAip 
MM, THAN DOWE, MISTER 
PROBLEM, SARKISSIAN / 


MR, 
SARKISSIAN! 


WHILE YOU'RE 47 IT, HAVE SS TLL GET 


THE VR FOOTAGE DESTROYED. 
BAD ENOUGH ASMALL CeoWo er a 
SAWIT, IFITEVER GOT INTO — | ‘ 

THE PIRATE DISTRIBUTION peneniretAN 

STREAM... anit 
= 
[ 
| 
NY \ ae 


NEVER Me. 


TODAY? MAYBE 
A VOLCANIC 
ERUPTION 7 A 
TIDAL WANE? 


DON'T FORGET. I 
WANT THAT VR TAPE 
ANNI ILATED. 


“LDONTGETIT, 
O7 70. WHAT CouLD 
Possi@Ly HAVE, | 
GONE WOVE F" 


Vs) tr = 
BEATE ME, MANUEL, AND IF AFTER ALL, WERE 


WE DON’T KNOW, WHO Bem FAMOUS Fokus BROTHERS. 
OOESF [Tg WE ENGINEERED THE DARN 
THING, DIDN’T WE? 


> ‘ 7 
. 
i 


THEY WANT US To. THINKC (T WOULD Hi@T BUT IF THEY 
T a 


DELETE THE PROGRAM. IF WE JUST SAVED THI FOUND OUT. 
CHASE SCENE IN OUR VR WHAT THE HECK. 
STORAGE GIZMO? NOBODY'’D| SOMETIMES A2T 
HAVE To KWON, RIGHT? \S WORTE 
OYING FoR. 


hv | 
if 
a 
r 
iS 


OUST BRILLIANT. 


(WIEST ¥. BUT WHY? WHAT'S. 
THE MA77E@ WITH ITZ v 


WE LOS7 IT, 
OTTO. ITS GONE 


4 we SHOULD 
\ MAYBE CALL 
FoR HELPP, 


RTT 
DIDN'T Wow BETTER, 
I'D SAY THE DARN PRO- 
@RAM JUST SAVED 
(TBELE, BUT HOW IS 
OTTO 


THE STORAGE 
DEVICE IS WORKING 


CEU MOF ACCOROING 
To OUR COMMANDS. 
THAT Aowsloe, 


— 
ITS AS IF 


SOMEONE ELSE 
15 TELLING (T 


HOLD IT! 
CONTROL THE 
HORIZONTAL / 
EONTROL THE 
VERTICAL / So 
SETCHER HANDS 
ee bee, 


HAZZARD IS HERE.,, 
Nb coe THE ries 
TIME FOR REAL... 
SOe7 OF! , 


OR, REBA R/VERS, MY 
AFTER ALL, CO-STAR .,.AS EASILY AST 
CAN BE ME. 


(T'S DIFFICULT 
To KNOW WHAT TO 


a BELIEVE WHEN I CAN He 
CONFUSED? GOL, [ia cy” RS 
YOU'D HAVE TO BE 5 Ww 


ALITTLE C@AZY NOT. 
TOBE. 


YOU SEE, I’M CHARGED WITH (ONC ENERGY-- 
E- WAVE PHENOMENON THAT EVEN Z 
DON’T UNDERSTAND. 


IT LETS ME Do ALMOST. 
ANYTHING T WANT... LIFT 
MACHINES AS IF THEY 

WERE 7OOTHPICKS.., 


ENTER AND EXIT THEIZ 
CIRCUITRY,., EVEN TURN THEM 
INTO PARASOL -TOTING 
SERPENTS * 
WO cores tHe 
DARN THINGS 
ARE SLIPPING 


I DON’T NEED 
AN INSTRUCTION 
JANUAL, MANUEL ¢ 


How agour THAT? I's 
TOUGHER To REVERSE 
T THAN 
USHT. 


SILLY ME. 


“WHAT LAME-O0 ORDERED MY DEATHF” 


AN EXPLANATION, 
REBAF SINCE WHEN 


YOU THINIL AT OWEN ES 
ITS AN SARKISSIANS h pase pei Ur 
oviemalz A\\ Place? ITS cor i EXPLANATION? 
NS (om) 7 A 
a eS 5 a ey 
ql a elf) g 
° | Ee Ise 
ie Uy t \\ 
3 ell 
4 ws S 
if xs 
OWEN, HONEY.,, ONE DOESN'T SO WHEN I HEARD THAT You'D 
OUST DUMP A REBA RIVERS VR FOR SCRAGGED MY NEW RETRO Test ME WHEN 
NO REASON AT ALL. MY PICKS PRODUCTION , I VATU/RALLY T_TELL YOU THAT THE 
. ARE BOX OFFICE. WONDERED WHY. CORPORATION WOULD 
NOT HAVE BEEN ALEASED. 
AND IF STARK - 
L/STEW, REBA, FUSUICAWA ISN’T 
THERE WERE PROBLEMS \ PLEASED, NEITHER 
A WITH THAT PICTURE. B/S OF US IS -- 
@ & PROBLEMS ALL 


aa "i : m RIGHT? 
a A) 


OH, COME OW, OWEN 
HONEY, TELL HER THE 


Y WHILE YOU’RE STANDING 

ITS ME, ALL RIGHT-- HAP wazzaRD, © THERE AIRING OUT YOUR 

AT YOUR SERVICE. WELL, Y, 
ei 


R 7ONSIL6, V'LL BE 
WUT IT SOUNOS 0. “DRYING OFF. 


é 


= STOP HIM-- 
os SARKISSIANS 


MISTER 
ORDERS! 
| b 


RES LESS 
BETS THE ee 


DI WANT THAT Aeau l 
) OF TECHNOLOGY FOUND 
ANC wireD, HEAR ME? 


==THIS TIME FOR 
Go0D. 


“§ jv 


So 


Yee 


/ 3, BEYOND 
MATERIAL 
NEEDS, MISTER 
SARKISSIAN. 


° 


. 


Se 
BES GL 
ROARED 


ee 


eee 
af 


WHAT ARE YOUSO. YOUVE GOT To 
CONCERNED ABOUTF ITS LEARN THE DIFFERENCE 
ONLY A V& HOLO, REMEMBERT BETWEEN FICTION 
4 FIGMENT OF YOUR AND AND REALITY, 
REBAS LOTUSLAND 
IMAGINATION. 


FOR INSTANCE, 74/75 IS 
FICTION-~ THE RETRO. 

ADVENTURE FLICK THAT 

FIR6T PUT YOU ON THE: 
MAP, REMEMBER? 


= 
Puen, 7HCy 
) oy) Sy 
(S27 ae = 
an ee 
— | 
YOU DOING F 


Adan 


su 
mY 


V 


publ At 


Ys 


1 CAN’T LET IT BE SAID I’M NOT KNOWN AS 
I WASN'T SENSITIVE TO A MINETIES KIND OF 
YOUR NEEDS, MISTER f* GUY FOR NOTHING, 


SARKISSIAN Y. YOU KNOW! 


Ss DON'T SHOOT! 
ae YOU'LL HIT MISTER 
=. SARKISSIAN/ 


~-OR A CORPORATE LOGOF Al oa 
BY THE WAY, IT’S JUST TVE ROTA THING FOR 
HAZZARD NOW,MY LOVE. HUMORLESS WOMEN ! 


WAIT A MINUTE... 
THATS HAP Hazzaeor 
BUT... HES NO MORE 

REAL THAN A 

CARTOON CHARACTER! 


FORGET THE 
SIMBO. JUST 


pi /_ HOW cwrva: Reds 
OF YOU , OWEN- BABy. 
I RESPECT AMMAN 


INCIDENTALLY, T 
THINK You ZoS7 


THESE BULLETS. 
WHY DON’T T 
RETURN TH . 
- swIN A SLIGHTLY A 
f DIFFERENT Fon, SS 
YOU MIGHT WANT To \y 


THE FRUITS OF 
YouR LABORS. 


NOW FOR THE FYECE DE RESISTANCE... 
CINEMATIC VEKW//CLE TRULY. WORTHY. 
OF OWEN SARKISSIAN'S BRILLIANCE. 


Zg 
I 70 YOU, 
SARKISSIAN-- WHAT'S. 
ON THAT SCREEN (SN‘T 
\N REAL. ITBA 7 


FANTASY. 
ai A 


y — 
— |X ON THE o7wee \y 
HAND. s 
iy ae \s i 
Ly REALITY! G S ps 


THATE To Weece 
AND RUN, BUT IM A 
LITTLE OUT OF MY 
ELEMENT HERE. £ 


‘ { ALL Tunes BEING 
YOU SEE, UNBEKNOWNST | INFORMATION WAS EQUAL, OWEN SARKISS| 
To HIS CURRENT EASILY ACCESS/BLE ° ‘ MIGHT. WAT foie LOW 
EMPLOYER, SARKISSIAN IN ALCHEMAK'S e : 2 A WHIL ‘ 
WAS CUTTING A DEAL OATANET-- AS LONG 
WITH ALCHEMAX. AS YOU KNEW WHERE 
2 is ), To Look FOR IT. ff 


L, BY CONTRAST, AFTER ALL, I’M NOT THE \ / So Look OUT, 
INTEND To MAKE A ONLY ONE WHO WAS WRoNGeD V\_ WORLD --WazZARD 
SPLASH --AND A (74 BY A CORPORATION IN THIS (5 Back. AND 


8G ONE. THAT’S NO 
THE DATANETS SHOWED FISH STORY! 
ME THAT. 


JOEY CAVALIERI — Editor 


LIA PELOSI — Assistant Editor 


ALL LETTERS FOR PUBLICATION MUST INCLUDE YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS, ALTHOUGH WE WILL GLADLY WITHHOLD THAT INFORMATION UPON REQUEST. 


Out Of My Head 
WHY WE LOVE KYLE 
Kyle's in town. Mort found him 
and brought him by. "You wanted a 
cover from me?" asked Kyle. 
Quickly, 


"Well, who can the Hulk fight?" 
‘he issue's villain.” | showed 


rays out of their eyes?” 
“No. The Hulk's got a big 
tongue, but he doesn't shoot rays.” 


other?" 
"A boulder is good. I'll put the 
Jogo on it!” 
“Great! What's the guy look 


“The Hulk? Kyle, you drew him in 
issue #2!" 
“Can we get a woman screaming 
on this cover?” 
that’s good for 50,000 
Quirk?” 


le, you drew her in issue #2!" 
“Can she shoot rays from her 
eyes?" 
"Kyle... 
“Can we have the background 
on fire for no apparent reason?” 
ie” 


"How about another cover of 


riday! 
I should worry? Even if he's late, 
I can use it on the Hulk's new mag. 
Unless he's shooting rays from 
his eyes. 


Dear Joey and Matt, 

This is about the “rules” that ran in 
your "Out Of My Head" column in THE 
PUNISHER 2099 #8, RAVAGE 2099 
#11 and SPIDEY 2099 #12. Before | tell 
you the problems | had with them, let me 
give you a little background. I'm 28, 
received a degree in science education 
and taught high school science for four 
years to students ranging in abilty from 
those who could barely read to those at 
the top of their class. | worked at a 
bookstore for bwo years. Finally, for fifteen 
years, Ive read comics, played roleplaying 
games and read all kinds of books. For 
these reasons, | always try to get people 


to be open-minded when it comes to 
entertainment reading. 

The first problem | had with your Rules 
was your claim that you went into the 
"science fiction section.” Ive never heard 
of any bookstore that even tries to 
separate sf from fantasy. Even moreso, | 
have to say that anyone who only checks 
out a single section of books is doing 
themselves a great disservice. There are 
plenty of books out there that fit into 
different. categories such as sf, mysteries 
‘and horror. By just looking in one section, 
you'll miss these! If you try another 
‘Section, you might find that you like that 
genre also! 

So when you look at two sections that 
overlap as much as fantasy and sf, you 
should quickly realize that it's nearly 
impossible for us to separate them 

Rules 4 & 5 took me by surprise. | 
couldn't believe anyone who works in 
comics (the king of all sequel makers) 
would suggest a story be told in one 
installment! As long as an author 
continues to explore different facets of 
the character, let them. tt's like vistting old 
and dear friends. 

As for rule 6, | find it ironic that Ive had 
several discussions over the years with 
comics as the focus. People claimed that 
comics were merely a waste of time 
better spent reading real books. My 
answer's always been the same: that if 
you're reading for your own pleasure, 
reading what you like is never a waste. If 
you read what you like, you wil like to read 
and you will read more. After dealing with 
as many students as | did (who told me, "I 
dont ike to read"), you lean thet getting 
students to read should be a primary goal 
of all teachers. 

| also have to disagree with your 
thinking on rule 8. Everyone does not 
know how all classical tales, 
Shakespeare's plays, ‘and fairy tales 
end. If you do know, big deal! If it's a 
classic, it deserves to be retold. If an 
author rewrites one of these as an sf 
novel, it should have bwists and tums thet 
you don't knaw about. So give it a chance, 

So here are the New Rules: 

1) Look at all of the sections in a 
bookstore. If it looks good, try it. Don't 
worry about the so-called classification. 

2) Ignore the best-seller lists. Make up 
your own mind. 

3) Ignore authors on talk shows. Make 
up your own mind. 

4) It doesnt matter what you read, as 
long as you read. 

5) Don't try to limit: what other people 
read. 

David Caldwell 
Route 1, Box 1688 
Cyde, NC 28721 


You bring up some valid rebuttals to 
Joey's snotty remarks, Dave, but 
where did you get the idea that Joey 
‘or anybody else up here frequents only 
one section of the bookstore? You 
oughta see Joey's place: it makes the 
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Library at Alexandria look like a 
garage sale. The whole point of rule 6 
was to "at least consider” shopping 
somewhere else in the store, 
remember? 

‘That said, while your plea for letting 
people read what they want is 
welco! good-spirited and 


brought about in th 
because Joey couldn't get what h 
wanted at the bookstore: engine. 
thought-provoking, contemporary, se 
contained, more rigidlystructured sf 
of the kind he prefers...because it 
being crowded off the rack by the 
other stuff! 

For more on this debate, there's a 
fine essay in the November '93 issue 
of Science Fiction Age. Scope it out if 
you can still find a copy. 


Dear Unlimited Men, 

Let me compliment you on one of the 
most ingenious creations in mainstream 
comics to come around in a long time, 
namely the 2099 Universe. 

In front of me | hold issue #3 of 2099 
UNLIMITED and | am somewhat 
bemused. Let me tell you why. First off | 
think that the Hulk has proven successful 
enough for his own limited series. You 
premiered him here: let's see something 
new. Get SpiderMan out of the book. | like 
the idea of different creative teams 
handing characters who have their own 
titles, Put Doom, Ravage or the Punisher 
in, or maybe even Xian or Blogdhawk of 
the X-Men 2039. 

As for the new frontiers offered by F 
Gang and the Kid Current strips, I'm 
somewhat ambivalent. | like new things 
but sometimes they can be hard to 
swallow. Kid Current deserves his own 
one-shot. | like the idea of showing the 
world of 2099 and not just the super 
hero portion, Another idea for the third 
space in the mag would be Punisher 
Armory 2099 or Secrets of Doom's 
Armor. 

A frightening thing came to my 
attention the other day. You said you were 
thinking of a 2099/present-day 
crossover: | say thee nay, nay NAY! To do 
so would upset the uniqueness of the 
2099 universe and make it just a foolish 
extension of Marvel continuity. Im already 
upset over Spider-Man 2099's 
appearance in THOR CORPS and 
Darkhawk's sojourn into 2099. It's like the 
temptation to crossover the Marvel 
Universe with the New Universe. Such a 
thing upsets the singularity of an event, 
mucking with the genius of an idea. If 
2099 needs the Marvel Universe to 
survive, I'd rather see it die a dignified 
death than become fouled up. 

Phillip Spencer 
5133 Muskrat Rd 
Weed, CA 36034 


We don't have to do a 
2099/present-day crossover to 
survive, Phil, but we sure get mail 
clamoring for it. If you agree or not, 
make your voice heard! By the way, if 
we do give a new character a one- 
shot, would you get over your 
ambivalence long enough to support 
it? Let us know! 


To the UNLIMITED team, 

Great work from all the people in 
2098! Fantastic and wonderful on the 
Hulk 2099! The way it followed the "Fall of 
the Hammer" in issue #3 was pretty 
excellent! 

| think the Hulk should stay in the 
UNLIMITED book for now, He needs to be 
developed more. In this book you can do 
that and more. 

‘As far as that poll someone mentioned 
in last issue's letters page, here are my 
choices. 

11) Best Character—SpidenMan 2099. 
He was the first: and best! 

2) Best Costume—Doom 2099. His 
armor is more advanced and more cool 
than his original. 

3) Best Vilain—Vutture 2099. Crazed 
‘and deranged, the way it should be. 

4) Best. Supporting Character—Wire. 
The cyberspace rider is great in all ways. 

5) Most Changed Character—Ravage 
20889. From man to beast, how much 
more changed can you g 

6) Best eve SEMEN 2099 #1. A 
great debut for a new team. 

7) Best Storyine—DOOM 2099 #1-4. 
He takes his country back and now the 
word. 

8) Best Death—Vulture 2099. Who 
knows for sure if he's really dead, but it 
was great. 

Bart Tully 
33.3362 62nd St. 
Jackson Heights, NY 11372 


9) Best Fans—2089 fans! 

Well, Bart, we agree that the Hulk 
2099 needs ta be developed more; we 
just disagree on how to do it! See the 
news elsewhere! 


Dear Joey and Matt, 

Hove the 2099 Universe. | collect the 
following: RAVAGE 2099, DOOM 2038, 
PUNISHER 2099, SPIDER-MAN 2099 
and the 2099 UNILIMITED. UNLIMITED 
#3 was spectacular! Your Hulk is very 
smart: he showed it in "Water God” 
pages 22.23. 

John Eisenhart is a great Hulk. He's 
much better and cooler than the original 
version. Give this Hulk some new villains 
that are es savage and inteligent as he 
can be! | have the first part of the 
crossover, Thor 2099 is real cool! He and 
Spidey 2099 had a totally outrageous 
battle. | cant wait for the rest! 

{Name & address withheld by request) 


One villain as and intelligent 
2s the Hulk coming up! Check out the 
Next Issue box! 


Dear UNLIMITED, 

| love all the 2099 titles! Especially X- 
MEN 2099, SPIDER-MAN 2099 and 
2099 UNLIMITED! The art is spectacular! 
Id like to see a limited series of the Hulk 
2099. | like the Hulk stories more than 
the Spidey stories but, hey, that's me. 
Until Hulk 2099 gets @ mohawk on his 


back, make mine Marvel 2093! 
Arthur Bond 
4815 Labrador Lane 
Lockeysville, MD 21030 


Gee, we thought that w. 
mohawk on his back! 


Dear Joey, 

Okay, Ill admit it, tm @ 2099 addict! Ive 
purchased and read every issue of every 
‘title. Marvel has achieved what it failed to 
do previously: it has buitt a wonderful new 
universe separate from the present one. 

Im begging you to keep it separate. 
Having some manner of time travel story 
would shatter the illusion of this being the 
real future of the Marvel Universe. 

My favorite aspect of 2099 is the way 
Thor has cast his godlike influence on it. 
The whole idea of the Thorites just seems 
naturel. | am also impressed by the 2039 
cyberverse. Surely explorations into such 
@ special realm should be kept to short, 
inspired trips such as "Kid Current On- 
Line.” if you could come up with a credible 

Thor, now that would be a winner: 
Thanks for listening. 
Bill Hal 


556 Main St. 
Cromwell, CT 06416. 


Its no illusion, Bill. This is the future 
of the Marvel Universe. We're not 
exactly sure that a time travel story 
would change that, but your "no" vote 
on the 2099/present-day crossover is 
acknowledged. What do the rest of you 
think? Vote now! 


Dear 2099 UNUMITED, 

You guys have created a very 
interesting character with the Hulk 2033. 
Aside from the name he really has no 
direct connection with the present-day 
Hulk at alll He is a totally new : 
It's easy to see why he appears so 
fearsome on the outside, he lives in a very 
dark world and has to adjust to it in his 
own way. 

Now as to the question of whether or 
not the world of 2099 is a dark and 
desolate |, well there is no question 
that it is. Comic books have always looked 
at society from many different viewpoints. 
It seems that when you first started 
writing down some ideas of what the 
world might be like in a century's time you 
appeared to take the dark ends of it such 
as pollution, nuclear accidents, the 
destruction of the azone layer and other 
modern day problems. Then pictured 
what the world would be like if these 
problems were not solved. The result is 
the dehumanized world that we see in 
2099, Do any of us really want to live in 
such @ world? | think not! 

Now here's the $64,000 question: will 
the Hulk 2099 ever meet the present day 
Hulk? If so, would they become friends or 
bitter rivals? It's certainly worth 
considering for future issues. Thanks for 
reading. 


Pequannock, NJ 07440 


A Hulk/Hulk 2099 crossover? 
Hmmm... 


Dear UNLIMITED, 
I think the new 2099 series is great! It 
gives us a look into the future and its 


heroes. Of all the 2099 heroes | think 
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SpiderMan 2033 is the best. The idea of 
having the 2099 UNLIMITED is fantastic. 
Now we can see all of the heroes of the 
future without giving them each their own 
series. asks for a different hero 
with their own series but with the 
UNLIMITED you can satisfy everyone! 


‘Andrew Long 
2119 Lime Blossom 
San Antonio, TX 78247 


Our thoughts exactly, Andrew. 


Dear UNLIMITED, 

I'm writing to answer your question 
about giving the Hulk 2099 his own title. | 
say YES! However, since 2099 
UNLIMITED is a melting pot for new ideas 
in the 2099 Universe, | would also say 
that he belongs here. Perhaps if you find 
another idea that: you want to experiment, 
with without commiting it to a new 
monthly title, you can give that big green 
heathen his own title and let the other 
idea take his place in the UNLIMITED 
world. But either way | lke the Hulk. But, 
uh, could’ you remove the spike things 
from his tongue? Theyre kind of gross. 

| would also like to see more of other 
characters from the other 2039 titles. 
So far cther than a couple of offthe-wall 
stories, the only characters have been 
the Hulk and SpiderMan 2039. 

In parting | would like to say that: all the 
people who worked on the UNLIMITED 
and the other 2099 tuitles have done a 
great job. | congratulate you. 


Michael Payne 
74 Box 515 
Graham, TX 76450 


Replace the Hulk? Guess we will 
need something... what do you guys 


ready to do a HULK 2039 ongoing 
series! 
The only reason we're confident 


and the idea of a new 2039, that 
we're forging ahead! 


NEXT ISSUE 


Hey! Just because we're givin’ 
m (yaecht 


Verdant 
Vanquisher {yecch! See what we 
mean?) meets the Golden One! 
‘Also, two new 2033 concepts! Are 
we big-hearted or what? 


ITEM! Welp, here we are again, just three 
short months after we left you! Did you miss 
us? 

ITEM! Look’ Another gratuitous caricature of 
the 2099 group editor and mayor of 
Toontown! This one was done on a 
Christmas card by World's Greatest Intem, 
Chia-Chi Wang! True to our promise, we did 
make Chi a character in the 2099 universe! 
‘We're just not revealing exactly where yet! 


ITEMI So, by now you've read the news, and 
you know that we're putting THE HULK 2099 
in his own mag! Gerry Jones is continuing 
his fine stint as chief scribe of the Great 
Green One's mighty misadventures! So 
where does that leave this mag, you ask? 

We're continuing to feature our colossal 
sensation in 2099 UNLIMITED, for the time 
being. But you know us...we hate for any 
line-up to remain the same for too long! So if 
you have a suggestion for a feature that 
should appear here: a supporting cast mem- 
ber you're dying to see more of, or a new 
character or villain from any of our other 
2099 mags that you think would make a 
great solo feature, now's the time to let us 
know! 

Weve got a few surprises and some con- 
cepts we genuinely feel will take your breath 
away...but why rely on guesswork when we 
can hear what you want directly from you? 
There's no better time to make a mark on the 
2099 universe...so don't put it off...write 
today! You know where to find us! 

ITEM! Speaking of “where to find us," let's 
repeat our request from last ish...lf any of 
you fans are on-line somewhere out in the 
uncharted wilds of cyberspace, please write 
and let us know! We're dying with curiosity to 
how many of you guys are talking to each 
other (and the occasional pros who pop up 
now and then on the net) about our mags 
and nearly everything else! So drop us a line 
(the usual slow way; we don't have an e-mail 
address...yet) and let us know! Don't let us 
send Wire looking for you! 

ITEMI Now that we've learned to spell 
“Edginton” and *Ollerenshaw,” we can safely 


introduce the artists and writers for this issue! 

Kyle Baker, super genius, is currently 
working on a project for a brand new line of 
Marvel Comics: a comic called BREAK THE 
CHAIN, which will be polybagged with a cas- 
sette by KRS-One. We were glad to snag 
Kyle brietly for this solo appearance of Duke 
Stratosphere! John Francis Moore, current: 
ly masterminding our DOOM and X-MEN 
2099 tiles, had a lot of fun working with him 
and revisiting cyberspace! 

Michael Jan Friedman shares some- 
thing in common with SPIDEY 2099 writer 
Peter David. They're both authors of highly- 
successful Star Trek novels. Mike's story on 
Hazzard 2099 marks his debut to these 
pages, but he'll be back next ish, with one or 
possibly two tales, one of which centering 
around yet another brand new concept! We 
don't give anybody a rest around here! 

This may also be the first published work 

of Gino DeCicco, who's a student at the 
School of Visual Arts. Gino takes classes 
taught by Walt Simonson and Klaus 
Janson. Well, you wanted to know how to 
break into comics... 
ITEMI You guys have been great about 
offering us suggestions and advice concem- 
ing the major events in 2099 history Whether 
it was helping us during the crossover, or 
coming up with cool suggestions for spin- 
offs, we've practically come to rely on our 
readers as a resource when a major cross- 
roads looms on the horizon. 

With that in mind, consider: the magic 
number is 25! We've got an anniversary 
coming up, an we want your input in making 
ita particularly special one! We've been toss- 
ing around a couple of ideas amongst our- 
selves, ones which are guaranteed to grab 
you, if we get ‘em just right...but we want to 
hear from you. What do you think will make 
for a cool celebration issue of the mags that 
are about to hit their twenty-fith issue? Dont 
spare us in the parts and labor department. 
Even if you think the idea's impossible, shoot 
the moon! We're just as curious about what 
you come up with...as you are about what 
well finally do! 

Or words to that effect! 

ITEM! On the subject, we really wanna know 
how much you're enjoying the new charac- 
ters and concepts we spotiight in this mag, 
So if you want to see a particular character 
again, say if Metalscream or Lachyrma or 
Kid Current were some of the coolest things 
you've ever seen, don't be shy about asking 
to see ‘em again! Clear? 


NONAITEM! All right, look, we gotta bust outa 
here, but ‘til we meet again three months 
from now, remember the new unofficial slo- 
gan as brainstormed by persistent assistant 
editor Lia “Anger is an Energy” 
Pelosl..."Yeah, Right.” 
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